Let the Boats Land
End the Siege of Gaza

Two boats will leave Cyprus shortly to try to travel to the Gaza Strip in an effort to openly and peacefully break the blockade.  Israel removed settlers from the Strip in 2005, but has total control of its borders. It will not let ships land on the Gaza Strip.  There are near siege conditions. 1.4 million Palestinians there are unable to trade with the outside world.  Hundreds of deaths have occurred among desperately sick people who tried to leave the Strip to try to get to first class medical facilities.  Unemployment rates are among the highest in the world.
The wooden boats that are leaving Cyprus will contain some 40 people including Israeli Jeff Halper, Hedy Epstein a Holocaust survivor, Lauren Booth, sister-in-law of former British Prime Minister Tony Blair, and a US Catholic nun.  They will travel 240 miles across the Mediterranean.  They will be delivering a symbolic shipment of 200 hearing aids and batteries for a society for deaf children and other supplies such as painkillers. Organizers say they will not pass through Israeli waters and have therefore not notified Israeli authorities of their plans.
Our country which sends Israel billions in aid and weapons should demand that the boats be allowed to land and that trade to the Strip be unrestricted.   Whatever differences the Israeli and U.S. governments have with Hamas should not be taken out on a million and a half Palestinian civilians.

Leave a message for Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro 202-225-3661
and Senator Christopher Dodd (202) 224-2823.  Ask them to call the Israeli Embassy, and tell the Israeli government: “Let the Boats in!  End the Siege!  
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